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The Good News of St. John soars like an eagle!                              St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 

 

The 

1 

Mark your calendars! 
May 1—Recognition of members and all who have participated in the rites and 

sacraments of the church–those baptized, confirmed, married or buried and a 

celebration of the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion. Holy 

Communion will be celebrated during the service.  Lunch will be served after 

worship.  

June 5—A celebration of our musicians and music ministries, a combined choir 

of current and former choir members; recognition of children and youth choirs, 

bell choir, chancel choir, special music and our carillon. A quintet from the 

Allentown Band will provide music during the service. Following a light 

luncheon, the Allentown Band will present a concert in the sanctuary at 1pm.  

 

September 11—Rally Day and recognition of our benevolences, missions, and faith formation. (Christian education 

ministries, teachers, Sunday School superintendents, nursery care providers, students, chapel leaders and community 

benevolence grants.)  

Saturday, October 1—One Hundred Fiftieth Anniversary Dinner, Social Hall, sharing memories.  

Sunday, October 2—World Communion Sunday, recognition of Zion UCC, Christ UCC and Trinity UCC, PNEC 

Conference staff and UCC national staff person present.  

150th  

May 1st 150th Anniversary Luncheon RSVP 
CELEBRATING THE RITES AND SACRAMENTS OF OUR CHURCH AND THOSE WHO HAVE 

PARTICIPATED IN THEM 
Please note: Everyone planning to attend the luncheon needs to RSVP in one of three ways: mail this form to 

the church, fill out the form provided in the Great Hall and place it in the box provided, or you can RSVP by 

calling the church office at 610-433-0146 no later than  April 24. 

 

NAME________________________________________________ 

Number of people attending____________ 
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When I was a child we would recite the Apostles’ Creed during worship. It referred to 

the Trinity as God the Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Ghost. At that time the cartoon, 

“Caspar, the Friendly Ghost”, was popular on television. When I said the words, the Holy 

Ghost, I thought of Caspar, a disembodied, floating being. Eventually the words were changed 

to Holy Spirit. That wasn’t much clearer to me. 

 Pentecost is the time in the life of the church when we celebrate Christ’s giving of 

the Holy Spirit to his disciples. The story of the first Christian Pentecost is found in Acts 2. 

Jewish  

 people were gathered in Jerusalem for the Festival of Weeks or Pentecost to remember the giving of the Torah, the 

Law. It was also a harvest festival. There were people there from many different countries, speaking in different 

languages. The Holy Spirit appears like tongues of flame above the disciples’ heads, there is the sound of a mighty, 

rushing wind and each person could understand what the disciples were saying in their own language. This was the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. Many believed the message of Jesus and became his followers. The Christian church was 

born. 

 Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit–the Advocate, the Guide, the Counselor–and he did. What does it 

mean to us to receive the Holy Spirit? In some congregations if a person “speaks in tongues” they are considered to 

be full of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our counselor, it gives us guidance and wisdom. It may be that still small 

voice that gives you direction or pricks your conscience or causes you to remember a scripture passage or hymn. It is 

the comforter that eases our pain and grief. The words used in Hebrew and Greek for Spirit are the same words used 

for breath. It is God’s breath (Spirit) that breathes into Adam and that covers the face of the earth at creation. 

Imagine God breathing new life into you, filling your nostrils and lungs with life-giving breath. Think of God’s 

Holy Spirit filling St. John’s with new life and energy. Envision where the Holy Spirit is leading you, guiding you. 

Sunday, May 15, is the day we will celebrate Pentecost and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Three young people will 

receive the rite of confirmation. You are encouraged to come and accompany the confirmands as they share their 

faith. We will pray for the Holy Spirit to dwell in them and us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, come, sweet giver of gifts. 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Karen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May   1–6
th
 Sunday of Easter–Acts 16: 9-15; Psalm 67; Revelation 21: 10, 22-22: 5; John 14: 23-29 

May   8–7
th
 Sunday of Easter–Acts 16: 16-34; Psalm 97; Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17: 20-26 

May 15–Pentecost Sunday–Acts 2: 1-21; Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b; Romans 8: 14-17; John 14: 8-17 

May 22–Trinity Sunday–Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5: 1-5; John 16: 12-15 

May 29–2nd Sunday after Pentecost–1 Kings 18: 20-21, 30-39; Psalm 96; Galatians 1: 1-12; Luke 7: 1-10 

 

 

 

June 5th 150th Anniversary Luncheon RSVP 
CELEBRATING OUR PRESENT AND FORMER MUSICIANS AND MUSIC MINISTRIES 

 

Please note: Everyone planning to attend the luncheon needs to RSVP in one of three ways: mail this form to 

the church, fill out the form provided in the Great Hall and place it in the box provided, or you can RSVP by calling 

the church office at 610-433-0146 no later than May 26. 

 

NAME________________________________________________ 

Number of people attending____________ 
 

2 
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A Note from our Music Director 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May   1–Second 150
th
 Anniversary 

                Celebration, Rites and Sacraments  

May   1–Lunch after church service 

May   7–Youth Yard Sale 8am-2pm 

May   8–Phoebe Ministries Offering / 

Mothers’ Day 

May 15–Rite of Confirmation 

May 15–Pentecost and Holy Communion 

May 22–Recognition of Graduates and Sunday School 

Leaders 

May 22—Last day of Chapel, Sunday School, Adult 

Forum 
 

Looking Ahead: 
 

June   5–Third 150
th
 Anniversary Celebration, Musicians 

and Music Ministries 

June   5–Allentown Band Concert to perform after 

worship and lunch 

June  12–Summer worship starts at 10am 
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Rite of Confirmation 
Duquan Stellingburg, Subrina Pyle, and Cyrah Morris 

will be confirmed on Sunday, May 15, during worship at 

11am. They will be presenting their statements of faith 

during the sermon time and receiving their first Holy 

Communion. Welcome them into the membership of St. 

John’s UCC. 

 

Recognition of our Graduates and 

Sunday School Leaders 
Mark the date, May 22, to be in worship. We will 

recognize those graduating from high school or college or 

any other graduations.  Also, we will recognize our 

Sunday School students, teachers and Adult Forum 

coordinators. 

 

Each Sunday morning we gather for challenging and 

informative programs in Adult Forum.  We meet in the 

Trinity Room for coffee and fellowship at 9:30am. We 

share joys and concerns around 9:45am and begin the 

program shortly thereafter.  If you have not been attending, 

we would love to have you join us. 

 

May   1—Adrian Shanker, the Founder and Executive 

Director of the Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 

Community Center, will tell us about the 

purpose and plans for this new organization, 

which provides programming and services to 

strengthen and support the LGBT community 

across the Greater Lehigh Valley. They are our 

new neighbors at 522 W. Walnut St.  Let's 

welcome them to the neighborhood! 

May   8—Our next New Testament video, narrated by 

Bart Ehrmann. 

May 15—A program to celebrate Earth Day! 

May 22—This is the day we “brainstorm” ideas for  

next year's Adult Forums.  We really need 

your input, so please help us think!   

 

These will be our last Adult Forums until 

September.   
 

 

 

 

 

Messages 
from the 

Many thanks to all of our 

musicians who made Holy Week 

an inspiring time!  Congratulations 

to the Sunday School children who 

sang with such enthusiasm on Palm 

Sunday.  A warm thank you to the Chancel Choir who 

shared their gift of music throughout Holy Week.  And 

thanks to Janet Cook who chimes lovely hymn tunes from 

our carillon before every service. 

 Our hand bells will be playing at a service in a few 

weeks, so stay tuned for announcements.  If you want to 

be one of the ringers, just let Lois know. 

We are looking forward to the Anniversary Sunday 

celebration of music at St. John's on June 5.  During 

the worship service, an "Anniversary Choir" will sing.  

So far we have eleven people signed up.  That will be in 

addition to the current Chancel Choir.  If you or a family 

member of yours would like to sing, please contact Lois 

as soon as possible.  Our special guests for worship will 

be the Hanover Woodwind Quintet, which is made up of 

members of the Allentown Band.  Following the 

luncheon, the Allentown Band itself will perform a 

concert with music selected to celebrate our one hundred 

fiftieth anniversary.  That concert will begin at 1pm.  It is 

open to the public and is free, so please invite your 

friends to come. 
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   Mother's Day Offering Supports Phoebe Ministries 

 

Phoebe Ministries is a nonprofit organization specializing in health care, housing and support services for senior 

adults in our area. Affiliated with St. John’s and other churches in the UCC family, Phoebe Ministries offers several 

communities that provide a variety of living options and levels of care to suit the diverse needs and desires of senior 

adults. These services include long-term care, short-term rehabilitation and specialized programs.  St John’s church has 

always been a supporter of Phoebe Ministry and with your continuing support we can help Phoebe continue on their 

mission as "A community of faith, called by God, to serve the needs and to enhance the lives of our elders, their 

families and the broader community.”  On May 8 we will be collecting our special Mother’s Day offering for 

Phoebe Ministries, so please remember all the good Phoebe does for our community and please give generously.  

Thank you. 

Anniversaries in the coming month are 

listed on the calendar.  But we want to 

highlight those who are celebrating special 

wedding anniversaries.   
 

¶ Carrie and David Heinze are 

celebrating their tenth wedding anniversary 

on May 21. 

¶ Doris and Ralph Todd are celebrating their forty-

third wedding anniversary on May 26. 

¶ Becky and Jim Bronfenbrenner are celebrating their 

forty-forth wedding anniversary on May 27. 
 

Congratulations and may God be with you as you celebrate 

this anniversary and the anniversaries still to come. 

 

4 

March 
Year to date 

Avg.  Worship 
Attendance for 

Month Current Benevolence Property Totals 

2016 
    

80 

Member’s Giving: $16,377  $6,406  $0  $22,783   

Endowment Used: $10,368  $0  $26,348  $36,716   

2015     62 

Member’s Giving: $13,313  $5,839  $0  $19,152   

Endowment Used: $17,583  $1,200  $24,435  $43,218   

      

 
 

  

 

“A Taste of St. John’s” Cookbook 
 

I know! This cookbook has been around for a long 

time! But it’s never too late to correct some misprints., 

right? 

There is a recipe title missing in the index under 

“Soups & Salads”.  Please include Wilted Cucumbers, the 

recipe for which is found on page 51. Also, on page169 

under the recipe This and That, please include “Add 2 cups 

of flour”.  
Sale Items Needed for Youth 

Yard Sale 
 

The youth will be having a yard sale to raise 

money for National Youth Event this summer and 

are collecting items to sell.  It will be held  

Saturday, May 7, from 8am-2pm at 3535Quincy 

Lane, Bethlehem, PA 18017. 

  If you have any items you would like to 

donate, please contact Jessica Stump (610-349-

7144) or Cassidy Bell, and they will work with you 

on picking up the items or unloading them if you 

bring them to the church.   

Thank you for all of your help and support.  We 

really appreciate it and feel blessed to be part of 

such a wonderful congregation. 
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THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR DRIVE IS 

FOR SCHOOL UNIFORMS…so that Central has 

some on-hand for the fall. 

The children wear their uniforms every day of the 

week, every week of the school year, and, often, each 

child has just one set. As you know, school clothes see 

a lot of wear and tear.  The school buys uniforms for 

those who don’t have any and to replace the terribly 

worn ones. Spills and accidents, too, especially for the 

younger children, create a daily need. 

 

WE CAN HELP!! You may either purchase a 

uniform or put cash or a check made out to St. 

John’s in an envelope clearly marked “Central 

Uniforms”. Please bring your school uniform items 

and envelopes to church and the children will put 

them in the big Central Elementary Donation Box 

in front of the sanctuary during the offering. The 

envelopes, as well as the box, will be put into 

safekeeping right after each worship service. 

Central students wear navy blue pants with a light 

blue or white shirt with NO insignia. Pants cost $12 

- $13 and shirts cost from $5 - $7, so, a gift of $20 

would buy a uniform.  

If you prefer to do your own shopping, uniforms 

are available at The Archive on Hamilton St., 

Walmart and Forman Mills.  They will know what 

sizes are for elementary school children. There is a 

greater need for the smaller sizes, especially pants, 

and please look for pants that could be worn by 

either a girl or a boy. 

Thank you for caring!! 

 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
We donated twenty pairs of sneakers to Central that 

we gave above and beyond our regular offerings in 

March!!  The heart of St. John’s is loving and 

compassionate; the Spirit is alive and active; and twenty 

children in our neighborhood who come to school in 

sneakers that are falling apart, or too big or too small for 

them, will have a brand new pair of sneakers to wear. 

What a gift!! By giving them shoes for their feet, we’re 

taking a worry out of their minds and a weight off their 

shoulders. When they’re not embarrassed by what’s on 

their feet; when they are comfortable; when they are 

able to walk correctly and run without their feet hurting 

or their sneakers flying off, they can breathe a sigh of 

relief and focus on their education. 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU FOR 

BRINGING IN YOUR LABELS OR BOX TOPS 

FOR EDUCATION!!  They raise much-needed funds 

for Central. You may bring in any and all types of 

“education” labels you see on products such as General 

Mills, Kleenex, Campbell’s Soup and Pepperidge Farm. 

Collection boxes for the education labels can be found 

in the Great Hall, in the hallway by the door to the back 

parking lot and in the church office. WE COLLECT 

YEAR-ROUND. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ON-

GOING SUPPORT! 

 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS 

RESPONDED AND WHO CONTINUES TO 

RESPOND SO GENEROUSLY TO CENTRAL 

ELEMENTARY’S MONTHLY DRIVES AND ON-

GOING AND SPECIAL NEEDS. WE ARE, 

TRULY, MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR 

COMMUNITY! 

 If you would like to become more involved at Central 

or if you have any questions about our outreach to them, 

PLEASE CONTACT WENDY WILLIAMS AT 484-

225-6708 OR windwend1@gmail.com. 

 ST. JOHN’S HAS BEEN DOING MINISTRY IN THE 

HEART OF THE CITY FOR 150 YEARS. 

THANKS BE TO GOD!!! 

 

mailto:windwend1@gmail.com
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Allentown Area Ecumenical 

Food Bank 
 

The food bank is in need of the items listed below. 

The items most needed are written in capital letters. 

Please keep this list in mind when you are writing your 

shopping list: 

JELLY, CANNED FRUIT. TUNA,  PEANUT 

BUTTER, MACARONI & CHEESE, Jell-o, pudding, 

any kind of canned or dried beans (baked, white, 

kidney, garbanzo, etc.), soups, canned meats,  

vegetables and pasta.  Monetary donations are also 

welcome.  Your monetary donations enable the 

Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank to purchase food 

from the Second Harvest Food Bank. 

 

Pathways Donations Needed 
 

 Toiletries and personal-care items like shampoo, 

conditioners, soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving 

cream, disposable razors, etc.  Sample sizes and the 

types you find in hotels and motels are fine. 

 

 BikeWorks 
 

Bike Works needs rubbing alcohol, black markers, 

plastic gloves, toilet paper and paper towels. If you have 

anything you can tear into rags, they always need rags 

for greasy bike parts and greasy hands. Thank you. 
Time to Buy Your Dan Schantz 

Spring Flowers 
 

Dan Schantz coupons are available for spring. Spend 

$10 at Dan Schantz and give them one coupon or use 

their App. Spend $20, give them two coupons.  (Limit 2 

per visit.) Dan Schantz returns $2 to St. John's for each 

coupon they collect. Coupons are available in the pews 
and from Barb Silfies in the narthex. 

 

Communion Offering 
 

A communion envelope is attached that you may use to make your communion offering on Sunday, May 15.  All of 

our communion offerings go toward our Benevolence Basic Support Fund.  Contributions to this fund go to Our 

Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM supports the work of the Penn Northeast Conference and the National UCC 

Church), Lehigh County Conference of Churches, Phoebe Home and Lancaster Seminary. Please use this envelope 

for your special communion offering.  

 

All of the items listed in the three articles 

above can be placed in the bins clearly 

marked and located in the Great Hall. 

Please do not bring any liquid items that 

have already been opened. 

6 

The following is the schedule of the altar flowers for 

May 2015: 

 

May   1–"In Memory of  Loved Ones", given by the 

Zeky family. 

May  8– Available–Please call the office if you wish to 

give flowers that Sunday! 

May 15–"In Memory of Chet Heinze Jr.'s Birthday", 

given by Jean Heinze and Family. 

May 22–"In memory of Jean Wieand's May Birthday", 

given by Donald Wieand. 

May 29– Available–Please call the office if you wish to 

give flowers that Sunday! 

 

"What we are is God's gift to us.  What we 

become is our gift to God." 
 

We thank all who have graced our altar with flower 

tributes! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   1  Jean Turton 
  Christopher Gutt 
  Olivia Gutt 
   4  Shinea Melanie Pyle 
   5  Alex Cloak 
   8 Karline Mosebach 
13 Shirley Bartynski 
14  Abigail Garrigan 
15  Kenneth Fillman 
16 Preston McLaughlin 
18  John Klingaman 
 Dorothy Filer* 
20 Lynn Cloak 

23 Charity Hein 

      Hawthorne Rissell 
25 Sonya Middleton 
26 Brenda Schuler 
 
 
*Homebound Birthday 
 
 

1 
   
 9:30a Sunday School. 
11:00a Worship- 

Anniversary 
Celebration w/ 
Communion 

12:00n Lunch 
 

2 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p Elders 

4 
 

 
 

 
 
7:00p Chancel Choir 

5 
 

Ascension Day 
 

6 
 

7 
 

Youth Yard Sale 
8am-2pm 

8 
Mother’s Day 

    
9:30a Sunday School. 
11:00a Worship 
12:00n Fellowship 
 

9 
 

 
 
 
4:00p Disciple Article 

Deadline 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p Consistory 
 

11 
 

 
 

 
 
7:00p Chancel Choir 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
Pentecost Sunday 

   9:30a Sunday School 
11:00a  Worship-  
Rite of Confirmation 
11;00a  Communion 
12:00n Fellowship 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
9:30a Disciple mailing 

 
 
7:00p Benevolence Mtg. 
 

18 
 
 

 
 
 
7:00p Chancel Choir 

19 
. 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 9:30a Sunday School  
11:00a Worship- 

Recognition of 
Graduates and S.S. 
Leaders 

12:00n Fellowship 
Last Day for Adult 

Forum 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p Finance & 
Property 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00p Chancel Choir 

26 27 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
   9:30a Sunday School. 
11:00a Worship 
12:00n Fellowship 
 

30 
 

Memorial Day 

31 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

May 21 – Carrie & David Heinze 

May 21 – Allison & Ricky Hausman 

May 26 – Doris & Ralph Todd 

May 27 – Becky & Jim Bronfenbrenner 

 


