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The Good News of St. John soars like an eagle!                              St. John’s United Church of Christ 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 

 

The 

Vacation Bible School 2018 
Under the leadership of Judy Garrigan, a great team of adults and youth led twenty-
seven  children on the Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible School program for five 
nights from July 9 to 13. Children enjoyed Bible stories and crafts and snacks as they 
shared in the adventure we call faith. On Sunday, July 15, the congregation was treated 
to a slide show of the VBS week as part of our worship. The children’s smiles and 
engagement said it all.  

Pride in the Park 
St. John’s was well-represented at this annual community celebration with a team at 
the Penn Northeast Conference booth on Sunday, August 19. As an Open and Affirming 
Church, we wanted to show our solidarity with the LGBQT community. The event was 
held this year at the Jewish Community Center. 

Rally Day 
Kicking off a new year of building disciples, about fifty children, youth and adults joined 
in a great Rally Day program, which began with an outstanding breakfast prepared by 
our own chef, Todd Saylor. After we all had our fill, Nancy Rissell led us in an 
intergenerational exercise, pairing children and random adults in a guided question-
and-answer assignment. Nancy really hit the mark on the day’s theme of Love for 
Children, by reminding us that one solid way we can show love for children is by making 
them know they belong. Afterward, several adult participants asserted that this was the 
best Rally Day program ever! 
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  Interim Ministry Team 
Once a month, your Interim Ministry Team gathers to plan and organize the 
continuing work of our church. We have set a schedule for preaching and pastoral 
coverage through the end of this year, and we will be looking at the first three months 
of 2019 at our October meeting. We are joined in this effort by our Music Minister, 
Lois Mease, who gives us invaluable advice. 

One thing we would like to remind the congregation is that our Hospital Church Code, 
for both the Lehigh Valley and St. Luke’s hospital networks, is 462. Please use this 
code if ever you’re admitted to either of those networks, and please advise the church 
office about any planned admissions, so that your Team can provide you with pastoral 
care. At the very least, we can pray with you for all those who will be providing 
medical care and support. 

The Team also asks that you hold all of us – Nancy Adams, Bill Falla, Rick Guhl, Allan 
Kramer-Moyer and Wendy Williams – in your prayers as we endeavor to lead our 
church through this time of transition. 

Upcoming Events 
We have a full calendar of special worship services and opportunities to share in 
ministry coming up these next several months! 

World Communion Sunday – October 7 
Let us gather in communion with Christians around the world sharing in the 
sacrament that embodies radical sharing. We will sing hymns that reflect this global 
communion. The verbs take, blessed, broke and gave are not only at the heart of the 
sacrament, but also the story of Jesus’ Feeding the Five Thousand.  
What would such radical sharing look like for us? 

Laity Sunday – October 14 
Becky Bronfenbrenner will be leading us in worship, and we look forward to what she 
has to say. After all, the word, liturgy, comes from the Greek word, leitourgia, which 
means “work of the people”. The gathering of worshippers are not passive recipients 
of what the clergy and choir do, but are the active body giving praise to God. Becky 
will share her story with us. 

Crop Walk – October 14 
Our local CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 14, beginning at 1:30pm.  The 
walk begins at St. Timothy’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and will include one mile and 
two and one half mile walks.  Several of our youth will be participating, and any adults 
may walk as well.  If you would like to register for the CROP Walk or be a sponsor to 
one of our St John’s walkers, see Cassidy Bell or Reverend Allan Kramer-Moyer for 
information and registration no later than October 7. 
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Stewardship Sundays – “What Shall We Bring?” – October 21 to November 11. 
Stewardship is not just about money, as important as that is. For four weeks we will be 
uplifting the work of the lay leadership of our congregation, following the pattern 
described by St. Paul in Romans, when he exhorts us to use our gifts for the upbuilding 
of the church as it carries out God’s mission: “the teacher, in teaching; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence and zeal; the compassionate, in cheerfulness”. 
Romans 12:7-8 NRSV 

• October 21 – Our Christian Education Ministry 
• October 28 – Our Benevolence Ministry 
• November 4 – Our Consistory and Property and Finance Ministry 
• November 11 – Our Fellowship Ministry 

All Saints’ Day – October 28 
Traditionally, All Saints’ Day is observed in the Christian calendar on November 1st, the 
day after the Hallowed Evening, and marks the occasion when the church remembers its 
blessed saints. We will honor our members who died this past year, lighting a candle for 
each, as part of our worship on October 28.  

Penn Northeast Conference Annual Meeting – Saturday, November 3 
This year’s Fall Annual Meeting will be held at Faith UCC, Hazelton, and the theme is 
Transforming. The Reverend Bill Worley, Conference Minister for Penn Southeast, will 
preach; there will be workshops on Disaster Preparedness and Community of Practice 
and business of the Conference to take care of, including a Joint Conference Vision and 
Development Team Resolution. The Reverends Nancy Adams, Rick Guhl and Allan 
Kramer-Moyer will attend, and we have space available for lay and youth delegates. The 
meeting runs from 8am to 4pm.  

Family Promise – November 18  
One of the possibilities the Allentown UCC churches discussed, and received the most 
interest in a survey of our congregation, is the recently started Family Promise program 
of Lehigh County. This is an intensive church-based program for homeless families.  
Wally Fritsch, part of the ministry team at Jordan UCC, will be our guest speaker to share 
with us what Family Promise is all about, and how we might be involved in the process. 
We encourage you to attend this service to learn about this program, and the different 
levels of involvement, as we explore this possibility of mission to the homeless.  
The Consistory wants to assure our members that we have made no commitments in 
this regard, but wants us all to hear the Family Promise story. 
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Consistory News 
• St. John’s has received a $79,000 bequest from the Klingaman estate.  Our 

Treasurer reports that we are pretty much on-track with our adopted budget. 
• Consistory, on the recommendation of the Finance Committee, voted to 

purchase an AED (automatic external defibrillator). Our thanks to Lynn Cloak for all 
the legwork she did researching these devices and recruiting a team to undergo 
training in its use. We have a team of ten volunteers! The device will be placed in the 
sanctuary near the door by the piano. 

• Our new church website is up and running. Check out 
www.stjohnsuccallentown.org. Thanks go to Todd Saylor for researching firms to 
manage it for us and gathering all the information that is on it. 

• Barb Silfies reports that worship attendance has increased for June, July and 
August over last year. In 2017, average weekly attendance for these months 
respectively was 36, 44 and 44. In 2018, it increased to 60, 56 and 47. 

• We received thank-you notes from Lancaster Seminary and Phoebe Home for 
our donations to their work of educating clergy and care for the aged. 

Vitality Workshops 
Trudi Egan, the Reverends Nancy Adams, Rick Guhl and Allan Kramer-Moyer attended 
the first workshop, held on Saturday, September 22, at Jordan UCC on 
Transformational Worship. This workshop seeks to address the question of how do 
we attract and engage the Millennial Generation and beyond in worship. The team 
looks forward to reporting back to Consistory with what we learned. The next Vitality 
Workshop on Stewardship and Structure will be Saturday, November 10. If you are 
interested in participating, please contact Reverend Rick Guhl. 

Vision of a just world underscores clearer UCC purpose and mission 
The following are excerpts from an article that appeared in UCC News: 
“A vision of a just world for all people will guide and shape the future work of the 
United Church of Christ. It’s a vision that the denomination’s General Minister and 
President and unified Board of Directors are prepared to own as part of a refreshed 
set of Purpose, Vision and Mission statements. 
The UCC purpose statement comes from the Gospel of Matthew: To love God with all 
our heart, mind, soul and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves. The vision: United 
in Christ’s love, a just world for all. And the mission statement: United in Spirit and 
inspired by God’s grace, we welcome all, love all and seek justice for all.”  
These statements inspired our beloved UCC to engage in the Three Great Loves 
initiative – Love of Neighbor, Love for Children, and Love of Creation. 

Our People 
Please hold in prayer Jim Bartynski (awaiting a donor kidney), Anna Mae Schul and 
Wendy Williams (recovering from surgery), and Chuck Canning, Ken Fillman, and 
Donald Wieand.  
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October 7 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 1: 1; 2: 1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1: 1-4; 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 2-16 

October 14 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 23: 1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22: 1-15; Hebrews 4: 12-16; Mark 10: 17-31 

October 21 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 38: 1-7; Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5: 1-10; Mark 10: 35-45 

October 28 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Job 42: 1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34: 1-8; Hebrews 7: 23-28; Mark 10: 46-52 
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World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2018 
 

The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America established 
World Wide Communion Sunday in 1940 as a global, 
interdenominational event.  In 1971, the name was changed to 
World Communion Sunday.  In general, the special offering taken on 
this day is designated by churches for mission work in the various 
denominations.  Our congregation dedicates the World Communion 
Sunday offering to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) in the Basic 
Benevolence Fund.  In the United Church of Christ, we affirm that, 
although the congregation is the fundamental unit of mission, 
mission is not just local.  We are connected to one another, across 
boundaries of neighborhood, class, race and national border.  
Congregations are central to the ability of the United Church of Christ 
to do mission in local communities, within the United States and 
internationally.  As a congregation works in its own community, it is a 
representative of the entire denomination and embodies the UCC in 
that place.  And when a congregation determines its giving to Our 
Church’s Wider Mission, there is a direct impact on levels of funding 
for the Conference and national ministries. Please show your support 
with our sister churches throughout the world with a generous gift 
on World Communion Sunday on October 7.   A communion 
contribution envelope is included for your convenience. 

 



	

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

October 2018 
 

October 7 – World Wide Communion Sunday  
October 14 – “In memory of Loved Ones” 

by the Chet Heinze family.” 
October 21 – “In memory of her mother, 

Betty Slavin” by Becky Bronfenbrenner. 
October 28 – “In honor of all members of 

St. Johns’ Shut-ins by Mary Sodaitis. 
                 
                 

We thank all who have graced our altar 
with flower tributes! 

Central Elementary 
School 
* * *  

Thank You to St. John’s 
for your generosity!! 

 
St. John’s congregation collected five girls’ 

school uniforms, five boys’ school uniforms, 
two extra pair of boys’ uniform pants and 

thirty-five backpacks over the summer 
months for Central Elementary School 

students. 
 

We will be collecting 
hats, coats and mittens 

during the month of October. 
 

St. Luke’s Hospital 14th Annual “Night of Heroes” 
 
For the past 14 years, St. Luke’s has honored both patients and caregivers at 

their annual “Night of Heroes”. The event celebrates the caregivers who 
every day dedicate themselves to saving lives and the patients who 

beat the odds to survive. 
 
At last month’s “Night of Heroes” awards program, State Trooper Seth Kelly 
was honored as a “hero patient”.  Trooper Kelly was shot while on duty on 

November 7, 2017, resulting in life-threatening injuries. 
 

Keith Morris, son of Cheryl Phillips, was honored that evening as one of 
the caregivers involved in helping to save Trooper Kelly’s life when he 

arrived at the hospital. 

Thank you Keith, we’re proud of you! 
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August Year to date Avg.  Worship 
Attendance for 

Month Current Benevolence Property Totals 
2018     47 

Member’s Giving: $43,500  $17,275  $440  $61,215   
Endowment Used: $29,122  $0  $62,386  $91,508   

2017     44 
Member’s Giving: $44,370  $17,576  $85  $62,031   

Endowment Used: $27,031  $0  $56,442  $83,473   
 

  
 

Adult Forums 

Sept. 30 - Christa Held, Community School 
Coordinator at Central Elementary School, 
recently gave a mission moment during 
worship to thank St. John’s for the 
Community Benevolence grant awarded to 
Central for their Family Nights.  People 
expressed an interest in hearing more about 
the Family Nights and the other ways the 
Communities in Schools program works at 
Central.  Christa has agreed to share more 
during Adult Forum. 

October 7 - Alyssa Durnien, Chairperson of 
Roommate Round Up, will tell us about this 
unique program for sharing housing in the 
Valley. 

October 14 - Pastor Bill Falla will begin a 
Bible study. 

October 21 - Pastor Bill will continue his 
Bible study. 

October 28 - Recently, Becky and Jim 
Bronfenbrenner traveled to the Galapagos 
Islands (home of huge tortoises and blue-
footed boobies). They have agreed to share 
this adventure with us, assisted by photos 
from Barney Cook (he and Janet have also 
traveled there).    
   
  
 

Bible Stories Abound in 
St. John’s Sunday School 

 

Bible Stories will be the heart of this year’s 
Sunday School curriculum.  Using the text, 
Growing in God’s Love:  A Story Bible for 
Children, and with the assistance of Lois 

Mease and Allan Kramer-Moyer, Bible Story 
Tellers Sarah Collier and Grace Quinn will tell 

Bible stories to children grades 2 thru 
college during chapel (9:30am to 9:45am), 

following which Nancy Rissell and her 
assistants, Stacey Clifton et al., will teach 
grades 2 through 5 and Judy Garrigan and 

her assistants, Subrina Pyle et al., will teach 
grades 6 through college (9:45am to 

10:30am). 
The adults will meet for Adult Forum, 

9:45am to 10:30am for a variety of 
programs. Join us each Sunday morning for a 

spirit-filled time! 
 

 
 

 

 

St. John's has purchased an AED 
(automated external defibrillator). 

We will have at least 10 active members 
certified in CPR/AED use. 

It will be installed within the next week or two. 
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The Prayer Chain has begun, once again. 
I apologize for the delay in getting the Prayer Chain re-started and thank you for your 
patience. The hold-up was that we didn’t have the list of people to whom the Prayer 
Chain was sent and their email addresses. We now have several different lists from 

which I hope I have merged all of the names. I apologize if I have missed someone! In 
that case or if you did not receive the recent Prayer Chain email and would like to be 

added to the list, please call the church office or email me at 
windwend1@gmail.com. If you don’t have email, but would like to receive the Prayer 

Chain, we can send it to you through the U.S. mail. Just notify the church office. 
If you have a prayer request or concern, please call or text at 484-225-6708 or email 

me. I will be continuing to take care of the Prayer Chain during my recovery. 
 

Godspeed, 
Pastor Wendy 
 

The interim ministers communicate and share all the pastoral concerns 
regularly. We need you to let us know if you are ill or hospitalized or know 
of a church member who is. If you have something you want to talk over 

with a pastor, please let us know. Call the church office or call, text or 
email one of the pastors. Our contact information is in this “Disciple” 

and the Sunday bulletins. 
 

Celebrate the life of Jean Heinze 
 

Memorial Service – Saturday, October 6, 2018, at 2pm 
 

Everyone is invited to attend and to have a 
piece of birthday cake following the service. 

Jean would have been 90 years old on October 8. 



	

 

Don’t forget, we have additional parking available to us 

on Sunday mornings, on the south side of Walnut Street. 
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Feed Our Sheep 
 
It’s time again to remember our Youth who are in college or the service. 
We ought to send them something to remind them that their St. John’s 
congregation is thinking of them!  Please call Sue in the office to let the 

church have the address of someone who would like a care package.  
Contributions toward the purchase of trinkets, sweets and school 

supplies will be accepted after worship services on October 14 and 21.  
If you need more information, see Becky Bronfenbrenner for details. 

 



	

 
 
 

  

    

 
St John’s UCC Interim Ministry Team 
Nancy Adams  610-439-1108  nancyadams68@icloud.com 
Bill Falla   610-432-8711  bonnie.falla@gmail.com 
Rick Guhl   484-707-5838  rickguhl@gmail.com 
Allan Kramer-Moyer 484-695-4108  moyer.allan@gmail.com 
Wendy Williams  484-225-6708  windwend1@gmail.com 
Lois Mease   610-865-0593  loismease@gmail.com 
church office     610-433-0146  stjohnsucc2@verizon.net 
 
Schedule for Liturgy/Preaching 

September 30 Janet Newett 
October 7  Rick Guhl 
October 14  Becky Bronfenbrenner 
October 21  Bill Falla 
October 28  Allan Kramer-Moyer 
November 4  Rick Guhl 
November 11 Bill Falla 
November 18 Wally Fritsch (Family Promise) 
November 25 Allan Kramer-Moyer 
December 2  Rick Guhl 
December 9  Bill Falla 
December 16 Christmas Pageant 
December 23 Bill Falla 
December 24  Rick Guhl (Christmas Eve) 
December 30 TBD 
 
Pastoral Care Coverage / On-Call Schedule 
September 23 thru October 6  Allan Kramer-Moyer 
October 7 thru October 20  Rick Guhl 
October 21 thru Nov 3   Allan Kramer-Moyer 
November 4 thru November 17  Rick Guhl 
November 18 thru December 1  Allan Kramer-Moyer 
December 2 thru December 15  Rick Guhl 
December 16 thru December 22 Allan Kramer-Moyer 
December 23 thru January 5, 2019   TBD 
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Please Give to the 
Curtis Fund  

 

This fund has been helping members of 
our St. John's family for decades. It assists 
members in need when they have 
financial emergencies.  It is supported by 
contributions from us, the members of St. 
John's, and has been an extremely 
important source of emergency funds for 
years. Place your donations in the 
beautiful handmade church in the Narthex 
on Sundays. You may also send a check to 
the church made out to St. John’s UCC 
with “Curtis Fund” on the memo line. We 
need to grow this fund so we can continue 
to help our family members! 

 

In search of….... 
.....folks willing to host the “fellowship 

time” after a Sunday service. You do not 
need to purchase the refreshments. Speak 
with Lynn Cloak if you have any questions 
about hosting. Please use the appropriate 
sign-up sheet in the Great Hall if you are 
willing to help. 

 
…..folks willing to sponsor the worship 

bulletin or altar flowers. Honor someone or 
remember loved ones with a bulletin or 
flowers. The bulletin cost is $15 and the 
flowers cost $35. Your sponsorship will 
help defray their annual costs!!! Please see 
Bruce DeLong or Jeff Rissell or call the 
church office if you would like to be a 
sponsor . 

 
 

St. John’s year-round 
ministries and their needs 
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   Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank 
Especially needed items right now are macaroni and cheese, 
canned corn, canned green beans and soup.  Other items 
accepted include boxed cereal, canned tuna fish, canned 
fruit, peanut butter, jelly, Jell-o, pudding, any kind of canned 
or dried beans (baked, white, kidney, garbanzo, etc.) and 
pasta. Monetary donations are also welcome. Your monetary 
donations enable the food bank to purchase food from the 
Second Harvest Food Bank. 

Pathways 
Toiletries and personal care items like shampoo, 
conditioners, soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving 
cream, disposable razors, etc. are needed.  Sample sizes and 
the types you find in hotels and motels are fine. 

Bike Works 
Bike Works needs rubbing alcohol, black markers, 
disposable plastic gloves, toilet paper, paper towels and dish 
detergent and rags for greasy bike parts and hands. If you 
have anything you can tear into rags, they always need rags 
for greasy bike parts and hands. Thank you. 

Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley 
Turning Point is a safe place where victims of abuse and 
their children can find refuge. They provide services to 
nearly 4,000 people a year through programs and services 
such as: a 24-hour helpline, Safe House, counseling, court 
advocacy, support groups, prevention education, medical 
advocacy and more. St. John’s is collecting new wash 
cloths, towels, twin bed sets and gift cards for CVS, Rite 
Aid, Walmart, Kmart and Giant. 

Labels and Box Tops for Education 
Don’t forget to bring in those labels and box tops for 
education to be given directly to Central Elementary School 
to help them raise needed funds. You may bring in any and 
all types of “education” labels you see on products such as 
General Mills, Kleenex, Ziplock products and Pepperidge 
Farm. Collection boxes for the education labels can be found 
in the Great Hall, in the hallway by the door to the back 
parking lot and in the church office. Put your donations in 
one of the boxes the next time you are at the church.  If you 
would like to help at the Food Bank, talk to Nancy Kramer-
Moyer. 

 



 
 

  
Oct. 3 - Yvonne & Ken Fillman 
Oct. 6 - Sue & Bob Fegley 
Oct. 10 - Brenda & Russell Schuler 
Oct. 17 - Florence & Bruce DeLong 
Oct. 26 - Brenda and Jim Saylor  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   7 - Keith Morris 
        Delia Phillips 
   8 - Trudi Egan   
   9 - Cheryl Phillips 
 13 - George Watson 
 14 - Melissa Repash 
 15 - Edward Schuler 
 19 - Thomas Raub 
    Andrea Schuler 

 Brittany Green 
 20 - Brenda Saylor 
 22 - Duquan   

Stellingburg 
 25 - Kyle Schuler 
 27 - Bonnie Falla 
 28 - Norman Gehman 
 29 - Sterna Klingborg 
 30 - Nancy Zeky 
  Howard D. Klopp  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
“WHAT SHALL WE BRING?” 
…having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us let us use 
them…  Romans 12:6 
 

The St. John’s church family brings many gifts!  The most 
important gift is presence—being present to God, both in worship and 
everyday life, and present to one another through listening, supporting 
and praying for each other.  Sometimes we are unable to do as much in 
the daily life of the church due to age, illness and time constraints.  
Whatever we can do is enough! 
 This year’s Stewardship theme is “What Shall We Bring?”  The 
Stewardship committee decided this was an ideal opportunity to lift up 
some of the gifts that people bring through their presence—financial 
support as well as time and talents.  How we give of our talents and 
what we get back by giving will be highlighted. 
 Each Sunday from October 21 through November 11 a different 
church group will partner with the pastor to lift up the gifts they give 
to the church and what they receive in return.   
October 21 Pastor Bill Falla and the Christian Ed team will share the 
gift of Teaching: 
 
October 28 - Pastor Allan KM and the Benevolence Committee,  the 
gift of Benevolence Giving; 
November 4 - Pastor Rick Guhl & the Consistory/Property and Finance 
Committee, the gift of Leadership; 
November 11 - Pastor Bill Falla and the Fellowship Committee, the gift 
of Love and Fellowship; 
 
All four Sundays individuals from the Choir will share what they get 
back from sharing the gift of Music. 

 



Getting to Know You 

This column has been dormant for 8 years.With several 
new members joining St. John’s, it is being revived, 
starting with our newest member! Welcome Barbara! 
 

 Barbara Whirl was the first born of seven children. She grew up 
 in New York City, primarily in Queens, NY where she completed 

high school.  Her father was a merchant marine captain and was 
away often and her mother worked outside the home, so 
Barbara is very grateful to her maternal grandmother who lived 
with them during much of her young life and Barbara describes 
her as her rock. Barbara went to St. John’s College, but only 
attended 1 ½ years. She then moved out and worked in NYC. 

 When her brother had severe injuries from a work accident she moved back home.  At 
this time a buddy introduced her to a fellow, Gary Maursky, who turns out had only lived a 
block from her apartment when she was living on her own, but they had never seen each other 
(small world).  They fell in love and got married November 4, 1972 and moved into a mobile 
home on Long Island, NY.   

Gary worked for New York State and when their two girls, Jennifer and Christine were in 
8th and 7th grades respectively, they transferred to the Albany area to be closer to camping and 
fishing opportunities. Barbara had returned to college SUNY Potsdam and then earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Recreational Science from St. Joseph’s. She had always loved 
crafts and being with people. In 2005 Gary retired and they moved from Albany to 
Pennsylvania. They chose this area because it was half way between their two daughters, one 
living with her family in CT and the other with her family in the Washington DC area.  Barbara 
had been the administrator of a home for elderly women in Albany, so when they moved, she 
found a position as a recreational therapist at Easton Home.  She retired in 2010.   

She and Gary had a wonderful marriage but unfortunately three years ago in October, 
while in Myrtle Beach, Gary died suddenly of a heart attack.  He had been a volunteer fireman 
for 40 years. The first responders were fire fighters and were wonderfully helpful at his death 
and back in PA. She misses him a great deal.                    

Though brought up, married and active in the Roman Catholic Church, Gary and Barbara 
sought another Christian Church when their younger daughter shared she was lesbian and 
wanted to marry and have a family. They chose Trinity UCC in Coplay where they were very 
active. When Trinity closed and Barbara had moved from their large home in Northampton to 
her apartment in Allentown last November, St. John’s seemed a good fit.   

Barbara spends her winters in Florida. She continues her hobbies of knitting, sewing 
(she made her own wedding gown and her daughters clothing growing up) and reading. She 
loves visits from her three grandchildren: Hunter, Mackenzie and Jack who all know her as 
“Minna”. 

When asked about life lessons learned, she shared “Don’t put off the things you really 
want to do, because you never know what may happen.” She is grateful she and Gary followed 
this motto.  Also, family is most important! 

We are grateful that Barbara found her way to St. John’s.  Welcome! 
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