The

The Good News of St. John soars like an eagle!

Volume 18, Issue 9

St. John’s United Church of Christ
Allentown, Pennsylvania

November 28, 2018

Upcoming Events
Advent begins December 2
We begin the season of Advent on Sunday, December 2, with an Advent Breakfast and
program and by lighting our first Advent candle and celebrating the sacrament of Holy
Communion. In a world that expects us to engage in an explosion of consumerism, Advent
bids us to slow down and reflect about what we truly need in life.
We will start the morning with a Breakfast at 9:30am followed by the program on “The
Many Stories of Christmas”. All are invited. Join us as we prepare once more for the
season of joy that is Christmas.

Advent Wreath lighters needed

We are looking for families to help us light the candles for the four Sundays of Advent. It
involves a reading of Scripture, an explanation of the meaning of the candle being lit,
lighting the candle, and a prayer. A script will be given to those who volunteer. The
Sundays of Advent are December 2, 9, 16 and 23.
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Beautify our sanctuary with poinsettias

Please order your poinsettias by Sunday, December 9. The cost is $7. You can make your
order in memory or in honor of someone. An order form is on page 10.

Christmas Pageant December 16

Preparations are already under way for this year’s pageant. Join us as the children of our
church tell us about Christmas in words and music.

Also December 16….. Christmas Caroling

All are invited to join us for Christmas Caroling following the Christmas Pageant. Bring a light
lunch or join us when we leave the church at 1pm to carol to our shut-ins. We will return to
the church by 4pm. You may contact Reverend Allan Kramer-Moyer at 484-695-4108
if you need further information.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service December 24

Make your Christmas meaningful with this child-friendly experience of music, carols, a
retelling of the story from Luke, lighting the Christ candle, and the warm glow of our
sanctuary bathed in candlelight. Music begins at 7pm. Service begins at 7:30pm.

Christmas Communion Service December 30

The twelve days of Christmas make up the shortest season in the church year, but the gift
from the True Love endures. In the midst of all the post-holiday times, feed your soul with
Christ.

Epiphany Communion January 6

Epiphany commemorates the visit of the Wise Men to Christ, the time when the One who is
the Light of the World is revealed to the world at large. But this is just one of many times
Christ is revealed. It is also the occasion when the Wise Men brought gifts.
What gifts can we bring Christ?

Past and ongoing activities of St. John’s and our members

Vigil in Remembrance of the Tree of Life Victims
At least three members of St. John’s participated in a moving service held at the Jewish
Community Center on October 31 in remembrance of those murdered at the synagogue in
Pittsburgh. An overflow crowd of over 1000 shared in the service of prayer, sorrow and
solidarity. Over 60 clergy (including Reverend Rick Guhl) were called forward to bear witness
to those gathered. Felicia Knerr and Trudi Egan were also among those we know present
from St. John’s.
Penn Northeast Conference Fall Annual Meeting
St. John’s had a good-sized contingent at this year’s Annual Meeting on November 3 in
Hazelton, and with good reason. We were one of two churches that presented short videos
on why giving to OCWM is important to us. Our video featured Bonnie Falla, Reverend Rick
Guhl, and Jeanette Schmoyer, and was created by Reverend Allan Kramer-Moyer. We were
also recognized as a huge supporter of OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) and for our
outstanding per member giving to missions. Representing St. John’s were Reverend Nancy
Adams, Trudi Egan, Reverend Rick Guhl, Reverend Allan and Nancy Kramer-Moyer, and Dick
and Jeanette Schmoyer.
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Jubilee Breakfast Ministry
We work in partnership with Zion UCC in this ministry of feeding the homeless, which is
held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings. Breakfast ministries are also carried out
at Zion UCC by the Ripple Community on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, and by St.
Paul’s Lutheran at Zion’s on Sunday morning, thus providing meals seven days a week. If
you are interested in volunteering, please contact Bonnie Falla at bonnie.falla@gmail.com.
Vitality Workshop on Stewardship
Reverend Allan and Nancy Kramer-Moyer, Trudi Egan and Reverend Rick Guhl attended
the second of Reverend Michael Piazza’s Vitality workshops on Saturday, November 10.
Reverend Piazza kicked off the workshop by saying that if we do these things, we will no
longer need to conduct a stewardship campaign! The day-long event featured Mike
sharing his experience growing churches, especially at Cathedral of Hope in Dallas, Texas
and Virginia Highlands in Atlanta, Georgia.
Among other things, he talked about how we need to approach stewardship from a
broader perspective of a stewardship life, how we need to do simple things like expanding
our offering plates to allow giving in different ways, such as online, how we need to create
a culture of trust and generosity and shifting the metrics we use to measure our church
from inward-looking statistics to the sending power of the church, in other words
recording all the volunteer hours and in-kind gifts the church provides in service to the
community. We will be following up on these workshops with our assigned coach,
Reverend Jameson Baxter, on a monthly basis.

Annual Meeting set for Sunday, January 20, 2019
immediately following worship

Announcements from other churches…..
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of
several members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
This morning’s sermon: “Jesus Walks on the Water”
Tonight’s sermon: “Searching for Jesus”
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Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage: Nazareth to Bethlehem,
Saturday, December 8, 2018
This 10-mile walk, symbolic of the journey of Mary and Joseph, has occurred
for fifty eight consecutive years. It’s a chance to witness to the message of
peace that is an essential part of the meaning of Christmas.
The walk begins at 10:45am, Saturday, December 8, with the loading of
busses in the El Shaddai Ministries parking lot, 529 East Broad Street,
Bethlehem. Busses will transport walkers to Nazareth Moravian Church, and
walkers will begin the walk along Route 191 to Bethlehem. There are frequent
rest stops and relief drivers along the route. The walk will conclude with a
light soup and sandwich supper, followed by a program at Christ United
Church of Christ, Market and Center Streets. For further information, contact
Reverend Allan Kramer-Moyer or the Lehigh Conference of Churches.

It’s that time of year again, and the
Sunday School children have been
working diligently to prepare another
memorable Christmas Pageant. The
idea for the pageant was suggested
by Reverend Allan Kramer-Moyer
after a “Christmas Montage” he heard
performed by Kenny Rodgers.
I have adapted it to showcase all our talented Sunday School
students. You won’t want to miss this annual event that truly brings
the meaning of Christmas to everyone.
So please mark your calendars for Sunday, December 16, 2018,
at 11am so you don’t miss this telling of the Christmas story by
St. John’s children through words and music. You won’t regret
setting this time aside to remember the reason for the season.
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This is the home page
for our new website.

The navigation bar at the top will lead you to the pages within the website – ABOUT,
WORSHIP, PROGRAMS, LIFE EVENTS, JOIN US, NEWS AND CONTACT. Just click on any
of the page names to enter the page you want to read. Each page also has navigation
at the top about that page and can move you quickly up and down the page to the
exact location within the page. If you do want to get back to the home page just click
on the St. John’s UCC logo in the upper left-hand corner. We will be adjusting the
programming to include the word HOME right before ABOUT to make this more easily
understood very soon.
Some of the basics that will be of interest are:
• The most recent issue of “The Disciple” can be read on the website. Just
click on the issue right below the words “The Disciple” in the middle of the
HOME page or on the NEWS page.
• The Church Calendar is located on the page PROGRAMS. If you click on the
event you are viewing you may find more information about that
scheduled event. We are working on filling in the calendar, so if you have
any updates please let me know.
• The NEWS page features information about past and future events. At the
bottom of an article you may find the word “more”. Just click on the word
“more” to expand the article.
• The NEWS page also features our church photo album at the bottom of the
page. We will be working to add more photos very soon. Currently, the
Bike Works pictures can be found here.
• The JOIN US page features our Ministries and Outreach. We are planning
to make a change to the name of that page.
Over the past few weeks I have received some feedback on the website, and I am
working to make improvements each week. Each month I get about an hour of training
from our designer to learn more about how to make changes to the site. Please let me
know what you think.
Todd Saylor
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Adult Forums
December 2018
December 2 - “In memory of my brother
‘Tink’ Egan” by Trudi Egan
December 9 - “In memory of Isabella and
Frederick Kramer” by Allan and Nancy
Kramer-Moyer
December 16 - “In loving memory of my
mom and dad, Robert and Elizabeth
Strouse” by their son, Mark, his girlfriend,
Beth Beers, and his sister and their
daughter, Karen

December 2 - Our annual intergenerational
Advent breakfast and program.
December 9 - Reverend Kramer-Moyer will
continue his program on Progressive
Christianity, which began on November 18.
December 16 - Reverend Falla will begin a
two-week Advent Bible study.
December 23 - Reverend Falla will do the
second part of his Bible study.
December 30 - No Adult Forum.

December 23 - Poinsettias
December 30 - This date is open. If someone
would like to place flowers, please call the
church office @ 610-433-0146.

We get “Thank You’s”
from Christa Held
Community School Coordinator
Central Elementary School

St. John's UCC,
Thank you so much for my sheep package
this year. Halloween has always been my
favorite holiday and this package from all
of you just makes it all the more special.
I get a little piece of home each year
with this package and it is more than just
materialistic. This church presented me
with opportunities of a lifetime and
helped me to grow into the young woman
I am today. Thank you for all you have
done for me over the years. It means
more to me than you will ever know.
Taylor Fillman

St. John’s Prayer Chain
If you are not receiving the Prayer Chain email and would like to be
added to the list, please call the church office or email
Wendy Williams at windwend1@gmail.com.
If you don’t have email, we can send it to you through the U.S. mail.
Just notify the church office.
If you have a prayer request or concern, call or text Wendy
at 484-225-6708 or email her.
Hello Faithful Pray-ers,
Our sympathy goes to Emily Jean Gilbert, whose husband, Randy Jones, passed away on Friday,
November 16, surrounded by many good friends. His memorial service will be held at St. John’s
on December 1, at 2pm. Cards may be sent to Emily Jean at 407 Kenilworth Court, Bethlehem,
PA 18018.
Please pray for Diane, a friend of Nancy Kramer-Moyer, who is battling cancer and undergoing
chemo.
Please pray for strength for Judie Guhl’s mother, Julia Kelley, as the doctors continue to monitor
her heart valve condition. Julia is 95 years young – and I mean, young!
Please pray for healing and strength for Emma Saylor as she faces the recurrence of her cancer.
Please pray for safety and comfort for George Yoder, as he adjusts to living at the Miller
Building of Phoebe. George’s phone number is the same. His address is 1925 Turner Street,
Allentown, PA 18104 - Now Apt. 110.
Please pray for healing for Alice Roth as she battles myositis.
Please pray for Anna Mae Schul, at home, continuing rehab from a broken shoulder.
Please pray for Chuck Canning who is in hospice at home.
Please pray for Ken Fillman in his battle with cancer.
Please pray for a living kidney donor for Jim Bartynski, and for courage and hope in this
difficult time of waiting.
Please pray for me while I continue to rehab at home from orthopedic foot surgery. I’ve just
started bearing weight on my foot and have begun to walk again, wearing an enormous, heavy
boot and using a walker. It is, literally, one step at a time!
Thank you for your ministry of prayer; for keeping the lines of communication between God and
our community of faith open and active.
Peace to each one of you from each one of us on the Interim Pastoral Team,
Wendy
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Pledge/Covenant Cards Returned
Thank you to the folks who have returned the pledge/covenant cards to help us
plan for 2019! We encourage those who have not, to do so please. The covenant to
support St. John’s, both by participation and by financial support, is very important
to the church. Every pledge is important. Thank you from the Stewardship
Committee. (Note: This list is as of November 20, so it is incomplete. Look for your
name on the next list if you have contributed but your name is not here.)
Nancy Adams
Priscilla Bowersox
Jim and Becky Bronfenbrenner
Stacey Clifton
Alan and Lynn Cloak
Byron and Janet Cook
Susan Cook
Bruce and Dolly DeLong, Sr.
Trudi Egan
Bonnie and Bill Falla
Emily Ferrol
Jasmine Ferrol
Linda Dreisbach Ferrol
Ken and Yvonne Fillman
Courtney Fillman
Norman Gehman
Rick and Judie Guhl
Joseph Hein
William Hein
Esther Heinze
Jean Heinze

Glenn and Gretchen Kent
Sterna Klingborg
Howard Klopp
Bud and Felicia Knerr
Allan and Nancy Kramer-Moyer
Keith and Linda Lenhart
Joan Miller Moran
Jay and Karline Mosebach
Keith Nash
Tom Raub
Nancy Rissell
Alice Roth
Emma J. Saylor
Todd Saylor and Edward Gildea
Linda Scavo
Dick and Jeanette Schmoyer
Barbara Silfies
Mary Sodaitis
Ralph and Doris Todd
Wendy Williams
George Yoder

December 2
1 Sunday of Advent – Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25: 1-10; 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 25-36
December 9
nd
2 Sunday of Advent – Malachi 3: 1-4; Luke 1: 68-79; Philippians 1: 3-11; Luke 3: 1-6
December 16
rd
3 Sunday of Advent– Zepheniah 3: 14-20; Isaiah 12: 2-6; Philippians 4: 4-7; Luke 3: 7-18
December 23
th
4 Sunday of Advent – Micah 5: 2-5a; Psalm 80: 1-7; Hebrews 10: 5-10; Luke 1: 39-45
December 30
st
1 Sunday after Christmas – 1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3: 12-17; Luke 2: 41-52
st
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Neighbors In Need 2018 Offering
The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive during the December Sundays
of Advent, supports the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the
United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness
Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts
and direct service projects. Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace
Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice
and Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal
budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties and
environmental justice.
Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC.
One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries
(CAIM). Today there are twenty UCC congregations on reservations and one urban,
multi-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches and their
pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more than
1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations who are members of other
UCC congregations in the U.S.
Neighbors in Need helps make a just world for all possible. Please give generously.

Christmas Eve Offering
It is that time of year again—a joyous time for giving gifts. This year our Christmas Eve
offering will go to two worthy causes. The first is the Christmas Fund, formerly known as
“Veterans of the Cross”. The Christmas Fund has been established to provide financial
support to lower-income retired clergy and active clergy in need of things such as
supplemental monies for pension and health insurance premiums, as well as to provide
gift checks to hundreds of retired clergy and lay people this time of year. You can also
choose to give to the Curtis Fund. This fund is used to help the members of our
congregation. It was set up to assist members of our St John’s family in financial need for
things such as medical bills, heating bills, electric bills, etc. The Curtis Fund is in need of
replenishing.
So this Christmas season, during this joyous time for giving gifts, please consider giving
generously to the Christmas Fund and/or the Curtis Fund. You will find an envelope in
your bulletin on Sunday, December 23, and Christmas Eve, December 24. Please indicate
on the envelope how much of your gift you wish to give to each one of these very
deserving causes.
Remember, your generous gift will have a long-lasting impact on many.
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If you haven’t been to church for a while, you may not recognize the neighborhood.
You may recall, not too long ago, there was a parking deck built on Sixth Street
across from the church. Now that deck is surrounded by construction of sixty one
studio, one-bedroom and two-bedroom apartments. The third picture is an artist’s
rendition of the final project.
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The time is here to order poinsettia plants. They will be in the church on December 23
for the 11am service and December 24 for the Christmas Eve service. You can fill out
the form below to order your poinsettias and bring it to church or mail it to Sue Lyons at
the church (36 S. Sixth St., Allentown, PA 18101) before December 9. It is preferred
that you bring or mail the form, but if you call the office, please be prepared to give all
the information on the form to Sue. This will help assure accurate listing in the bulletin.
Please submit this form with the exact wording you want printed in the Christmas bulletin.
Please do not write “same as last year” and please print. Poinsettia(s) to be placed…..
In Memory of: __________________________________
In Honor of: ___________________________________
__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

Placed by: _________________________________________________________
Number of Plants you wish to buy: ______
Please indicate with a check mark or number:
For Pick-Up _____________________ For Shut-Ins _____________________________
Price: $7 (Orders must be in by December 9, 2018)
If placing payment in an envelope on the offering plate, whether it is cash or check, please include this slip and indicate
“Paid” on this slip. If writing a check, please write out to “St. John’s United Church of Christ” and mark the memo
line “for poinsettia”. You may complete this order blank and pay later if you wish. Thank you.

St John’s UCC Interim Ministry Team
Nancy Adams
Bill Falla
Rick Guhl
Allan Kramer-Moyer
Wendy Williams
Lois Mease
church office

610-439-1108
610-432-8711
484-707-5838
484-695-4108
484-225-6708
610-865-0593
610-433-0146

nancyadams68@icloud.com
bonnie.falla@gmail.com
rickguhl@gmail.com
moyer.allan@gmail.com
windwend1@gmail.com
loismease@gmail.com
stjohnsucc2@verizon.net

Schedule for Liturgy/Preaching
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 24
December 30

Rick Guhl
Bill Falla
Christmas Pageant
Bill Falla
Rick Guhl
Lois Mease

Pastoral Care Coverage / On-Call Schedule
December 2 thru December 15
December 16 thru December 22
December 23 thru January 5, 2019

October

Rick Guhl
Allan Kramer-Moyer
TBD

Year to date
Current

Benevolence

Property

Totals

2018
Member’s Giving:
Endowment Used:

54
$55,331

$22,017

$550

$77,848

$38,036

$0

$77,910

$115,946

2017
Member’s Giving:
Endowment Used:

Avg. Worship
Attendance for
Month

47
$56,323

$21,562

$85

$77,970

$33,766

$0

$66,499

$100,265
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If you care to donate to the Food Bank, you may bring your donations to St. John’s.
We are constantly making deliveries to all our missions as the collection containers fill up.
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St. John’s year-round
ministries and their needs

Please Give to the
Curtis Fund
This fund has been helping members of our
St. John's family for decades. It assists
members in need when they have financial
emergencies.
It is supported by
contributions from us, the members of St.
John's, and has been an extremely
important source of emergency funds for
years. Place your donations in the beautiful
handmade church in the Narthex on
Sundays. You may also send a check to the
church made out to St. John’s UCC with
“Curtis Fund” on the memo line. We need
to grow this fund so we can continue to
help our family members!

In search of…....
.....folks willing to host the “fellowship
time” after a Sunday service. You do not need
to purchase the refreshments. Speak with
Lynn Cloak if you have any questions about
hosting. Please use the appropriate sign-up
sheet in the Great Hall if you are willing to
help.
…..folks willing to sponsor the worship
bulletin or altar flowers. Honor someone or
remember loved ones with a bulletin or
flowers. The bulletin cost is $15 and the
flowers cost $35. Your sponsorship will help
defray their annual costs! Please see Bruce
DeLong or Jeff Rissell or call the church
office if you would like to be a sponsor .

Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank
Especially needed items right now are macaroni and cheese,
canned corn, canned green beans and soup. Other items
accepted include boxed cereal, canned tuna fish, canned fruit,
peanut butter, jelly, Jell-o, pudding, any kind of canned or
dried beans (baked, white, kidney, garbanzo, etc.) and pasta.
Monetary donations are also welcome. Your monetary
donations enable the food bank to purchase food from the
Second Harvest Food Bank.
Pathways
Toiletries and personal care items like shampoo, conditioners,
soaps, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving cream, disposable
razors, etc. are needed. Sample sizes and the types you find
in hotels and motels are fine.
Bike Works
Bike Works needs rubbing alcohol, black markers, disposable
plastic gloves, toilet paper, paper towels and dish detergent
and rags for greasy bike parts and hands. If you have anything
you can tear into rags, they always need rags for greasy bike
parts and hands. Thank you.
Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley
Turning Point is a safe place where victims of abuse and their
children can find refuge. They provide services to nearly
4,000 people a year through programs and services, such as a
24-hour helpline, Safe House, counseling, court advocacy,
support groups, prevention education, medical advocacy and
more. St. John’s is collecting new wash cloths, towels, twin
bed sets and gift cards for CVS, Rite Aid, Walmart, Kmart
and Giant.
Labels and Box Tops for Education
Don’t forget to bring in those labels and box tops for
education to be given directly to Central Elementary School
to help them raise needed funds. You may bring in any and
all types of “education” labels you see on products such as
General Mills, Kleenex, Ziplock products and Pepperidge
Farm. Collection boxes for the education labels can be found
in the Great Hall, in the hallway by the door to the back
parking lot and in the church office. Put your donations in one
of the boxes the next time you are at the church. If you would
like to help at the Food Bank, talk to Nancy Kramer-Moyer.
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1
December 5 - Louise and Matthew Gutt
December 24 - Felicia and Bud Knerr

2

3

4

11am Worship
12noon Fellowship

9

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

7pm Elders

10

11

Deadline for
poinsettia order
2 - Esther Heinze
Marian Strapak
4 - Dolores Rehrig
Melissa Gillenwater
5 - Christina Brensinger
Sophia Steinberg
6 - Kyle Smith
11 - Erica Morris
Erin Dopera
12 - Linda Scavo
18 - Nancy Adams
Nicole Saylor
20 - Thomas Lance
21 - Lillian Garreffa
24 - Nicholas Sablich
31 - Janet Cook

6:30pm Consistory

11am Worship
12noon Fellowship

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 Christmas Day

26

27

28

29

11am Worship
12noon Fellowship

Music
begins
at 7pm
Service at 7:30pm
Christmas Eve
Service

11am Worship
Christmas Pageant
12noon Fellowship
1 to 4pm
Christmas Caroling

30
11am Worship
Holy Communion
12noon Fellowship

31

