“For everything
there is a season and a
time for every purpose
under heaven”
proclaimed the wisdom
writer of the Hebrew
scriptures.
And so, a new
chapter begins at St.
John’s as of February
1st. I will join you as
interim minister to walk
with you through this time of healing and
transition. The Consistory and I, with the
guidance of our Conference Minister Rev.
Bonnie Bates, have agreed that I will work for
St. John’s 20 to 32 hours per week. I will preach
and lead most worship services and will be
available for funerals, baptisms and weddings.
The rest of my time will be focused on
addressing the grief dynamics present in the
congregation, working with the leadership and
the congregation to address the items identified
by the Situational Support Consultation and
prepare the ground for the search for a new
permanent pastor. To begin, I expect to be
talking with many of you in the coming month
by phone or video conference and look forward
to hearing your story.
The guiding Bible verse of my life and
ministry comes from Hebrews: “Now faith is
the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.” In our time together, may we
be assured of the hope of fulfilling St. John’s
mission statement; that called by God, St. John’s
UCC will serve to be a welcoming community of
faith for all.
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Theology. He is also an adjunct professor in UCC
Theology and Polity at Princeton Seminary.
DeRemer earned a Doctor of Ministry degree
from Drew Theological Seminary in 2006 with a
focus on collaborative ministry. In 2014, he
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DeRemer has worked as a senior consultant with
MMS Advancement Associates Consulting, a
national consulting firm based in Macungie, PA
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In 1985, DeRemer was the founding director of
New Bethany Ministries in Bethlehem. Created by
the Episcopal Diocese, this ecumenical, social
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A graduate of Ursinus College and Princeton
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